Why world's taps are running dry
BBC News Online
20 June 2003
If you want to induce mental meltdown, the statistics of the worsening global water crisis are a surefire winner. Two-fifths of the world's people already face serious shortages, and water-borne diseases fill half its hospital beds. 
People in rich countries use 10 times more water than those in poor ones. 
Water is not running out: it is simply that there are steadily more of us to share it. Climate change will have an effect on water - just what effect, though, nobody can really say. Some regions will become drier, some wetter. Deserts may well spread and rivers shrink, but floods will also become more frequent. 
Most of the world's water is already inaccessible, or comes in the form of storms and hurricanes to the wrong places at the wrong times.
Rising sea levels are inevitable, say researchers
Scidev.Net
21 March 2005
Even if greenhouse gases emissions had been stabilised in the year 2000, we would still be unable to stop temperatures and sea levels from rising significantly, warn two studies in last week's issue of Science.

Climate change doubles Britain's stormy weather 
The Guardian
10 December 2003
 Britain has become twice as stormy in the past 50 years as climate change has forced the deep depressions that used to hit Iceland further south, it was revealed yesterday. In a second disturbing discovery, the Hadley Centre for climate prediction and research in Exeter added that pressure changes in the atmosphere had caused storms to become more intense.
Small heat rise may offer big boost to Malaria
New scientist 
20 March 2006
Even small changes in temperature may contribute to the spread of malaria in the East African highlands, a new modelling study has found – a result sharply contrasting with previous research.
Bus and Tube suicide bombings in London; oil at nearly $60 a barrel; Arctic sea ice at a record low; 200 pieces of anti-terrorism legislation on the statute books and more to come; three dead in floods that hit Carlisle in January; a 130mph whirlwind in Birmingham in July; fears that bird flu is creeping towards Western Europe... 
The Cold War may be history, but with threats ranging from global warming to terror cells, Britain's emergency planners are now struggling to prepare for a greater range of potential disasters than ever before.
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Climate change forces plants to search for better places to live 
The Guardian
Monday April 24, 2006

Climate change is reshaping the landscape of Britain as rising temperatures allow orchids and ferns to flourish in the north, while other species retreat to cooler conditions on high land and mountainsides. 
The conclusion, published today in a comprehensive survey of the nation's flora, suggests that the changing climate has already brought about a rapid and dramatic shift in the country's plant life, a trend researchers say will be exacerbated by future warming.
 
Synthetic wheat offers hope to the world
New scientist 
14 Feb 2006 
Wheat, the chief ingredient in everything from Ethiopian flat breads and Indian chapattis to French baguettes and American doughnuts, faces a crisis. Unless something drastic is done, climate change, disease and drought will ravage the crop that is the main source of food for 2 billion people.
Fortunately a strategy is emerging to save wheat from oblivion. It involves neither genetic engineering nor subtle changes to farming techniques. Instead the plant is being recreated over again from scratch. Test plantings of these ‘synthetic’ wheats are raising hopes they will be resilient enough to feed billions of people well into the next century. 
Getting far too heated over global warming
Timesonline
2 May 2006
VOTE Blue, Go Green. Vote Brown and, it seems, you’ll Go Green, too. Vote Orange, Liberal Democrat that is, and you’ll probably go a nice safe shade of magnolia. But they promise you’ll Go Green, too. 
Britain’s political establishment has signed up to global warming and the urgent need to stop it. David Cameron took the husky trail, hatless, to a Norwegian glacier to demonstrate his commitment to the cause. Gordon Brown used a trip to America to say last weekend that advanced economies have a “moral duty” to tackle climate change, and that everybody has a “personal and social responsibility” to act.
